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KEY ISSUE 3 
Ongoing collaboration to meet the needs of students 
with disability (SWD)

Additional Information 

QCEC: 

1. Advocates that an alliance of health and educational professionals be formed with support from

government and that the provision of services be available across all education sectors under the

governance of a cross sectoral group.

QCEC commends State government for exploring the potential of ‘tele-health’ to deliver health screening 

services to regional and remote students and would welcome opportunities to participate in tele-health 

trial programs.     

Early diagnosis and support for students with disability provides for early interventions and improved 

learning outcomes.  In many rural and remote areas, such early diagnosis and support is hampered by the 

lack of trained therapists in the area and often prohibitive time and expense incurred for families and 

schools in travelling to access such support.   

Equity of access to diagnostic and support services for regional and remote students, through the 

resourcing of alternate mechanisms such as tele-health services, is a significant step towards addressing the 

educational needs for students.     

2. Seeks to retain access to support and advice from DETE specialist staff on fee for service basis.

On advice from government, Catholic schooling authorities have progressively transitioned from support 

provided by State Schooling Advisory Visiting Teachers, while still retaining the capacity to access this 

support on a fee-for-service basis from State Schooling.  QCEC acknowledges the consideration of a 

different model of providing support for teachers of students with disability is now more viable but points 

to the importance of workforce planning to ensure access to properly trained and skilled staff to fulfil roles 

in working with students with disability across all sectors.   

3. Seeks a collaborative approach to Professional Development for SWD teachers across sectors, making it

more viable to deliver:

 Courses and professional development opportunities including mentoring, to be specially developed

and made accessible to generalist teachers, specialist teachers, support staff and extended to high

achieving pre-service teachers across all school education sectors.



 

 In the short term professional collaboration across all education sectors to maintain and support the

ongoing integrity of state criteria applied in determining state funding for students with disabilities.

There is a shortage in appropriate skilled workforce in Queensland. QCEC advocates that the government / 

electoral candidates commit to the provision of courses and professional development opportunities to be 

made available collaboratively across all sectors of school education.  This professional development need 

pertains to highly specialised skill areas related to low incidence disabilities where it is largely impractical 

for school sectors to work in isolation of one another, as well as to general support roles.  

4. Encourages the State government to develop a mechanism for cross-sectoral collaboration to prepare for

the implementation of the NDIS.

QCEC values parents as the primary educators of their children and recognises the special challenges that 

exist for parents of students with disability.  A number of changes in relation to provision of support for 

students with disability have occurred or will occur in the near future.  

Queensland will roll out the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) from 1 July 2016. The NDIS 

involves the provision of community links and individualised support for people with permanent and 

significant disability, their families and carers.  Schools need to prepare for the implementation of the NDIS. 

In managing expectations and understandings it is very important that there is collaborative engagement 

with parents of students with disability and schools across all sectors.   


